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This ArRTbook was conceived and wriTTen by Jean-Claude Quoineaud,
who supporTed The "Creat RAace” project fRom THE VERY bEGINNING.
His unwaVERING pAssion shines THRouGH THE sTory He created!

Thank you, Jean-Claude.



ANDRE CITROEN, o\
indusTrialisT & TAlENT-disCOVERER { N\ |

He was born on February 7, 187 8, and died on July %, ¥\
1979, iN Paris.

As He was visiTing his family in Poland in 1900, Andreé CitroEN dis-
covered A V-shaped Gearing system in use in local flourmills and spin-
NinG Mmills. Unril Then, straighT-cut Gears were commonly used. CiTROEN
imvediaTely understood THAT This New process would allow for more
power while also limiting THe sTraiN ANd WeAR suffered by The Gears. He
bought THE system’s pATENT ANd WENT back To FRANCE TO sTART his own
company, MaNufacTuring V-shaped double-Tooth Gears.

THaT's how CiTrOEN's cURRENT loGo, THE "Double-Chevron” (Herring-
bone morif), was creaTed.

IN 1912, after buying MoRrs's cAR MANUFACTURING cOMpANY, HE vi-
sited THe Ford facTory in The US and discovered its mass-producTion
ANd cosT-cUTTING ORGANiSATION. He THen implemented These meThods in
France and allowed Mors 10 produce 800 vehicles in 191%, com-
pared 10 200 in 1908.

) FE41-15-1930.FE,
Le Crasn Prewns  Le Seout v GEntin,

LE CONTREFACTELR SERA PUNI fﬁ‘
[DIE JELN FORCES & PERPETUITE

i, - e —




IN 1914, he adapted his company 10 conTRibuTE TO THE
WAR EfforT ANd sTARTED TO pROAUCE AMMUNITION, USING THE
SAME REVOIUTIONARY TECHNIQUES. THESE NEW PROCESSES,
Along with his inTErpersonal skills, allowed him 1o become
oNE of THE MOST pROMINENT WARTIME iNdusTRialisTs and TO
make his forTune. He also built up a firsT-rATE poliTical
NeTwoRrk, which proved useful in THe course of his CAREER.

ANdRE CIiTROEN WAS NOT AN iNVENTOR. NOR WAS HE A TECH-
NiCiAN. But He was A Talent-discoverer. After THe war, he
rRealised THAT THE ARmiES WERE TO bE iNcREASINGlY MECHA-
nised, and ThaT in A Time of lack of horses, automorTive
vehicles embodied The fuTure.

That's why As soon As 19 17 he adapted his company

70 START MANUfACTURING CARS. IN 19 19, hE creaTed AN
All-TerrAiN dEpARTMENT. HE RECRUITED AN ENGINEER, AdolphE
Kégresse, who invented a flexible TRacks system. THaT's
how The producTion of The CitroEn Kegresse Half-Track
vehicles starTed.
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ANDRE CITROEN,

A ViSIONARY dREAMER

IN ORER TO populARrize His CONCEPT ANd TO REMAIN COMPETITIVE
AGAINST Louis Renault, ANdré CiTROEN iNTROdUCEd YET ANOTHER
iNNOVATION. HEe seT up A NETWORk of cAR dealers, iNiTiaTEd CONSUMER
credit And cReATEd AN AfTER-SAlES SERViCE. FROM 1925 10 1934,
he used The Eiffel Tower As AN adverTising pANEl, paving THE way for
our bright billboards Today.

Naturally organised and pracTical, André CitroEN built a facTory in
THe 1% 1h ARrRONdisSemENT, in Balard, 10 imAGiNE, plan ANd ORGANiSE,
iN GREAT SECRECY, SponsORed expediTions THAT would become legendary.

His well-known "Croisiéres” brougHT him T0 fame, but He Never ma-
NAGEd TO TRANSIATE THis AdVERTISING SUCCESS iNTO A COMMERCIAL ONE.
His main objecTive was 10 shing, To make people dream, 1o STARTIE,
TO INNOVATE, TO INVENT. BuT HE was incapable of capiralizing on A
success. No sooner Had he completed a story That he dreamed of
ANOTHER.

All These innovaTiONs WERE EXPENSIVE ANd THE compaNy became less
profitable. Huge adverTising expenses, ANdRE CiTROEN'S INTENSE
social life and his GrReaT indusTrial EnTERpPRiSES bAased oN Revolu-
TioNARY TECHNIQUES (THE "Croisieres” expeditions) finally broughT
THe company 10 bankruptcy in 19 % 4. It was Then Taken over by
Michelin.




THE GREAT STORY OF THE “CROISIERES"

In 1920, while producTs were sTill AdverTised for in NEws-
pApPERs, CIiTROEN wAs AbouT T0 iNTROdUCE MARKETING.

The idea of The CitroEn "Croisieres” expeditions Had Taken
form. THeiR pURpOSE WAS TO PRESENT THE brand's vehicles
Through filming expeditions in unknown ANd iNACCESSIDIE
REGiIONS, UNAER THE prReTEXT of scienTific, cultural And car-
ToGRAPHiC sTudies. It was 10 be A way for CiTROEN TO pO-
pularize his brand by making people dream and selling his
CONCEPT.

ANdRE CiTROEN ORGANISEd four "CRoisieres” beTween 192 %
and 19 %4, The men who Took parT in THESE expediTions
mMOsT CERTAINLY experieNced A life of AdvenTure.

The lasT expedition, THe "Croisiere blanche”, was A financial
ANd HumAN disASTER.

The GreaT RACE RECOUNTS THE second expediTion — and also
one of The mosT famous of Them all. It Took place in Cen-
TRAI-AfRicA And was also called the "Croisiere NOIRE”. FOR
The firsT Time, moTORised vehicles would TRAVEL ACROSS A
whole conTiNenT, THE [ARGEST pART of wWhich was sTill ToTally
UNKNOWN TO sCiEnTisTs, HisTORIANS ANd CARTOGRAPHERS.

THe risks and THe maTerial, financial and Human accidents
or difficulties Are impossible To foresee and will Have To be
dealt with As They ARise.




HISTORICAL CONTEXT +colonial Tives*

France always competed with Her sworn enemy, GreaT BRriTain, and colo-
nial issues were only THe Tip of The iceberg in This Economic waR. AlRica wAs
one of The great bartrlefields on which The Two European counTries fought
AGAINST ONE ANOTHER. OTHER COUNTRIES Also MANAGEd TO GET A slice of THE piE:
with Mussolini in power, ITaly engaged inTo A colonial advenTure by defea-
TinG Abyssinia and Taking over Libya.

AfRican counTries Were militarily weak and economically underdeveloped.
Their NATURAL ResoURCES Had Therefore been Lefr untouched and many ReGions
abounded in meTal-bearing ORE, precious sTones and exoTtic wood.

The exploitation of local workforces paid on starvation wages made The
whole enTerprise Very profitable. IN TErriTORIES WHERE EVERYTHING WAS sTill
10 build, colonizing countries used and misused Their Technological and mi-
liTARY POWERS TO PURSUE THEIR STRATEGY, GiviNg HumaniTARiAN RElief, cultural
iNTEREST AN MASS-scHOOlING PROJECTS AS A PRETEXT TO SECURE THEIR ECONOMIC
PREAOMINANCE.
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IN Accordance with The TrReaTy of Versailles afrer The Armistice of No-
vember 11, 1918, Tanganyika (Now Zanzibar) and CamEROON, fORMER

GermMAN possessions, WERE RespecTively ceded back to Great Britain and
FRANCE.

SahaRA
EspAQNo'["F '

Anglo
Eqyprion

Nigeria

Ry

Northern J°
Rhodesiafl




THE “CROISIERE NOIRE" how i all starTed

The "Croisitre NoiRe” was CiTROEN's second Ex-
pedition, but The firRsT TRANS-AfRiCAN AUTOMODIlE
expediTiON.

IN 1920, André CiTROEN wAS AlReady iN sHARp
compeTiTion WiTh Louis Renault. He seT a challenge
berween The Two companies, and TRaVEelled Across
THe SahArA N 1927 it was THE firsT "CROISiERE”.
Louis Renault Took up The gauntlet by launching
his Torpedo 10CV models, with 6 wheels, inclu-
ding 4 driving ONES. |T wAs A Tie beTween THE Two
indusTrialists. This was firsT ANd fOREMOST A SpOR-
TiING COMPETITION, ANd THE AiM WAS TO dRiVE frRom
Algeria 10 THE Sudanese ReGiONS for THE fiRsT TimE.
They also contemplated The creation of A coach
line in THE long RUN. This was A prROMISING MARKET.
Andre CitroOEN, Always A risk-Taker, decided To
sTrike A decisive blow. The creaTion of New ROAdS
was of little imporTance 10 Him: wHAT hE really
aimed AT was 1o make A Name for himself on The
iNTERNATIONAL sTAGE, ANd TO build A sTRONG public
image. While Louis Renault focused on The deve-
lopment of The idea of rRoad lines, André CiTROEN
WAS iNTERESTEd iN SPECTACULAR ACHiEVEMENTS, OfTEN
AT THE cosT of prRAGWATISM.

This Time, THE sporTing expedition was replaced
with AN eighT-moNTH lonG-disTancE RAlly over
20,000km Across THE AfRICAN CONTINENT.

From NorTh 10 South, starTing from Colomb-Be-
char iN Algeria - THe event’s base camp -, The
second CitroEn "CRroisiere” would TRAVEL ACROSS
the Sahara 10 Reach Niger, Tchad and Ouban-
GUi-Chari before heading for the Belgian Congo.

The teams would Then Reach Lake Victoria and
souTHern Africa. It was simply unimagGinable at
THe TiME. SO MANY UNKNOWN REGIONS, fOSTERING
unkvnown people and  wildlife, New TERRiTORIES
70 explore. André CiTROEN wWAs REGARE AS A
hero of his Time. This epic Race would be closely
followed in FRANCE. THE COUNTRY WAS ONCE AGAIN
in THE limelighT, Ready To display its Technologi-
cal, industrial, cultural, diplomaTic and political
STRENGTHS.

This RouTE Was 10 be modified several Times, ac-
cording To THe demands of local colonizing Au-
Thorities, who saw The expedition As A way TO
bring out Their colonial Achievements.

French  President GastoN  DoumerRGUE  THus
waANTEd THE expedition To Reach iTs final desTi-
NATION iN THE Gem of French possessions, Ma-
dagascar. But Belgian King Albert | wished
the expedition 10 Head for Stanleyville - The
Congolese capital - via Niangara, NorTH of ThHE
Oukellé river. THese were Two Rich RegiONs, but
sepARATEd by A dense rainforest, without any
meaNs of communicaTtion. The local Governor
Therefore immediately initiaTed THe consTRuCTION
of A 200km road 10 Allow The CiTROEN MissiON
70 Reach The capital of Belgian Congo.

From There, The CiTROEN TEAM was TO spliT up
iNTO four GrOUPS WHO, AfTER visiTing Kenya, Tan-
GANyika, Nyassaland, Mozambigue and Brirish
souTHerN AlRica, would MeeT up iN MAdAGASCAR.
The "CroisitrRe NOIRE” WAS NOW REACHING AN iN-
TERNATIONAL scale.



ORCGANIZING THE EXPEDITION

IT is ONE THING TO TRACE A ROUTE ON A MAP, but ANOTHER TO CONCRETEly ORGANiSE THis jourRnEy. ONE
has 1o plan, set up refuelling points, stock The Necessary amount of food supplies, mechanical spare
pARTS, fuel and money all Along The expedition’s ROUTE.

No less Than six supply missions were needed 1o create ThirTy Refuelling points all along The
20,000km road. Without this colossal preparartion, The CitroEn expedition would Never Have
completed This iNcRediblE jOURNEY ACROSS A CONTINENT.

While The supply missions WERE OpERATING, TEsTs WERE Also conducted in Colomb-Béchar. The
eQuipMENT wAs checked up. Half-track vehicles were put 1o THe TesT on Rocky Hamada TeERRAIN.
EveryThing was NoTed And phoToGrApHEd. Dysfunctional or broken pieces were sent back for ana-
lysis To CiTROEN's TOp-SeCRET facTory, which had been specifically built To prepare The expeditions,
in Balard.

All this informaTion would lead 1o THe creation of A New model: THe Half-TrRack P2 CRroisitre NOIRE
10 HP.

Meanwhile, André CitroEN broughT all his World War | network inTo play and rReached out 1o
ThHe WaR, Colonial, and Public Instruction Offices, THe Under-SecreTary for AeronauTics and The
Foreign Office.

Arms ANd cAMpING EQUIPMENT WERE boughT iN London and informaTion about the British colo-
nies was GATHEREd wiTh THe help of Ceneral Swinton. Spanish and Ethiopian authoriTies Were also
Reached our To.

The expedition was considerably scaling up: it was Now TakiNG ON ASSIGNMENTS GiVEN by THREE mi-
NisTRiEs ANd Two scienTific socieTies - The Geographical Society and The Natural History Museum
in Paris = aNd could present iTself s an Economic, HumaniTARiAN, scienTific ANd culTuRAL ENTERpPRISE.
Georges-Marie Haardr, director of the CitroEn facTories and member of The company’s board,
and Louis Audoin-Dubreuil, a flight lieutenant and experienced SaharaN TRAVEIIER, Were To lead ThEe
expediTiON.

The expedition was enTirely financed by André CitroEN. THe French authoriTies were Here 1o Relp,
sending TRoOpsS, but THE Risks WERE SO iMPORTANT THAT NO poliTician OR INVESTOR WANTEd TO SPONSOR
This AdveNTURE. But Never mind, ANndRé CiTROEN THOUGHT, for “"WHEN iT comEes TO GReAT ideas, THE
PRICE dOESN'T MATTER .



THE HEROEE OF THE EXPEDITION

To complete THE GREAT RACE iN PREPARA-
TION, EXCEPTIONAL MEN POSSESSING COURAGE,
audacity, thoughTfulness, and prepared
70 live THe hard way, were Needed.

Major Bettenbourg, from colonial in-
fANTRY, WAS TO TAKE ON THE TEAMS' pROTEC-
tion. He would lead one of the four Teams
afrer  The expedition’s spliT-up, NorTh
of Ouganda. Charles Bull, AN ENGINEER,
would be in charge of finding solutions
70 help The vehicles Get over obstacles,
be it by Removing THEM OR by building in-
frasTRUCTURES ON THE spoT. He would also
AssEss THE EXPEdiTION'S ENGINEERING NEEdS
WHEN CROSSING TERRITORiES UNAER French
AdMINISTRATION.

Alexandre Lacovleff, A Ggreat TrRAVEER,
but also A painter and an eThnologisT,
George Specht, A photographer And
CAMERAMAN, ANd His AssisTanT LEon Poi-
RiER, WERE TO GATHER eThnological data
for The Natural History Museum and The
Geographical Society.

Professor EuGENe BERGONNIER, A TROpicAL
diseases specialist And A TaxidermisT, was
TO SET VACCINATION CAMPAIGNS iN placE ANd
bring back exotic animal specimens for The
NaTtural History Museum.

Last but noT leasT, Maurice Penaud would
be head of The mechanical Team scaTTErREd
All Along THE EXpEdiTION'S ROUTE TO PREPARE
The Rrefuelling poinTs, see 1o unavoidable
REPARATIONS, MATERIAl iMPROVEMENTS,

and find solutions so THaT THe expediTion
would NoT be broughT TO A sTandsTill due
70 MATERIAL dAMAGE.

20,000km of unknown ROAds, unex-
plored forests and hostile deserts lay

Ahead.

The expedition only Had ApprOXIMATE
maps AT disposal, and rough distance
evaluations needed 1o be correcTed. Lo-
cal guides were Hard To find.

Cowmpasses provided a solution during
The day and were Replaced with SEXTANTS
ANd celesTial NAViIGATION AT NiGHT.

Food supplies would someTimes be scArce,
local climates were difficult and unseTTled,
even unbearable; The expedition would so-
METIMES ENTER HOSTIlE REGIONS, ENCOUNTER

TRibES ON GUARD AGAINST fOREIGNERS, COME
UPON iMpAssAble Rivers, follow unending
RoAds, All The while facing fatal diseases
ANd dANGEROUS ANiMALS.

Only A deep passion for advenTture could
PROMPT THESE MEN TO ENGAGE iN SUCH AN
expedition, and on OcTober 12, 1924,
AT 2 AM, RUE des ENTREPRENEURS iN PARis,
THE lasT hammer blows 1o close THE crATES
were delivered in ANdRE CiTROEN'S pRE-
SENCE.

The eight Half-Track vehicles and all Their
EQUIPMENT WERE TO bE TRANSPORTEd N
GREAT SECRECY TO MAaRrskilles and THen TO
Colomb-Bechar.
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THE GREAT RACE

EveryThing Had been done iN GREAT SECRECY
so far. ANdRrE CiTrROEN, KEGResSE ANd HinsTin
MeT oN THE Quayside, but No journalisT had
been waRNEd OR inviTED.

CitroEN, THougH A MARKETING dEvOTEE ANd A
spotlight lover, Had for once been exTrRemEly
discreet, parTly because A spanner Had been
thrRown iNTO THE woORks ReGARdiNG THE Ambi-
Tious "Croisiere” in CENTRAL Asia A few mon-
Ths before.

Indeed, Ceorge Estienne, A crack driver, and
his broTher, who had both parTicipated in
The firsT TRANS-SAHARAN ExpEdiTion, beTrAyEd
him. They helped CitroEN organise his second
expediTion, usiNG THEIR EXPERIENCE, buT THEN
joined Louis Renault who was aAlso prepARiNG
A Rally.

With his Torpedo 6 X4 models, Louis Renault
inTended on following ThHe CiTROEN TEAMS ON
TheiR heels and even counted on overTaking
THem on souThern-Alfrican rRoads, 10 which
his cars were especially suited.

The loading of The vehicles in Marskilles was
therefore NoT publicized. All messages, sent
or Received, ReGarding The CiTROEN Expedi-
TioN in CENTRAL AfRica weRre Also encoded.
Georges-Marie HaardT received THe eight
half-Track vehicles in Colomb-Beéchar. On
October 28, 1924, standing in his car -
which he had named The Gold Bug -, he gave
THE EXpEdITION'S STARTING SiGNAL.

The other seven vehicles were also given
names: THe Pack-saddled Elephant, the Tra-
velling Sun, The Winged Sail, The Silver Cres-
cenT, THe Dove, THe Centaur and Pegasus.

The great race had bequw; it would end on
June 26, 19295 Thoroughly relayed by The
media, it would also outshine THe Renault ex-
pedition even ThHough THe Torpedos’ perfor-
MANCE WAS MORE iMpRessive (Technical deTails
will be dealr with in THe parT devoTted To The
Gradis mission).

Colonial exhibitions in Marskilles and Paris
were iNnundaTed with paintings and phoTo-
Graphs by Lacovleff, while in-depths studies
weRe submiTTed TO THE minisTRies iNnvolved in
the expedition. André CiTrROEN's legiTiMACy
AS AN iNNOVATOR ANd A socialite was furTher
establishing iTself in Paris.

Georges-Marie Haardt's motto was “REes,
~non Verba” (deeds, NoT words), so The "Croi-
SIERE NOIRE” WAS ONly A prelude 1o someThing
GREATER, SOMETHING GRANER.

On July 4, 1925%, as the Chambord was
sailing away from THE MadaGAsCAN coOAsT,
bringing back 1o France the white half-
TRACk vehicles ANd THEIR WORN-OUT PENNANTS,
Louis Audouin-Dubreuil and Georges-Marie
Haardr were longing for one and only Thing:
ANOTHER EXPEdiTION.




THE GRADIE MISSION

Louis Renault gained his rReputaTion THROUGH MOTOR RACING. His RESEARCHES
weRE focused on power, speed, and sporTing Achievements, while André Ci-
TROEN WAS MORE CONCERNEA WiTH MARKETING, sTATE-Of-THE-ART TECHNIQUE ANd
INNOVATION.

FIRST MISSION (CITROEN)

General Jean-Bapriste Eugene Estienne, along with his son Georges EsTien-
NE, ORGANiSEd THE Algeria-Niger Mission with THe Help of The TRans-Saharan
General Company (Compagnie Generale TRANssAHARIENNE, Also known As
CGT), founded by Gaston Cradis, and THe supporT of several MiNiSTRIES.
The expedition was headed by Georges Estienne and starTed on November
9, 1923, with four CitroEn-KEGresse Half-Track vehicles Towing A Nieu-
PORT AIRCRAFT wiTH folding wings. Afrer Reaching AdRAR (A TOWN iN CENTRAL
Algeria) on November 17, it Took Them only THRee days 1o cross THE Ta-
NEzrROUFT deserT using A New RoUTE Which proved especially suitable for dri-
ViNG OR landing. ANdRE CiTROEN MET Up WiTH THE TEAM iN THE SAhARA, bRINGING
MANY journAlists with him. The expedition was widely covered by The media.

SECOND MISSION (RENAULT)

IN ORdER TO CREATE A PERMANENT AiR-ROAd-RAIL link beTween NoRTHERN AfRica and Niger, THe rally
forming THE so-called "second Gradis mission” Took place in 1924 with Three cars belonging To
Renault’s sixth series, with MH 10 CV 1win wheels and A 6 X4 sysTem, THE driving whieels being
SET ON TWO REAR AXxles. THe racers lefr The Foreign Legion forT in Colomb-Béchar on November
14,1924,

Gradis and his TeammaTes (among which were Marshal Louis FRancher d'Esperey, THe EsTienne
broThers, and Henri de Kerillis, A writer) followed The so-called “"Creat Axis” Road for more THAN
1,900km, under The proTecTion of ThrRee BREGUET 16 aircrafts, EQuipped with Renault 200 CV
engines, Headed by Lieutenant Nokl Paolacci. They reached Bourem on November 24, after an
express Eleven days’ journey including only one day of rest in AdrAR. THe convoy THen crossed
THe Niger river 700km farTher, in Gaya, 1o Reach Cotonou. THe TechniciaNs-cum-dRiVERS WERE
Liaume, Liocourt and BonNAURE, Each cAR bEeing Also escorTed by four legionnaires who knew How
T0 dRIVE.

Having fulfilled its main mission, THe expedition THen headed for The French colonies in central Afri-
ca, 200km south of Gao (Sudan), on December 11, 1924,

Yer only The journey Across THE Sahara and The Citroin “Croisiere” would Go down in hisTory.
Louis Renault did NnoT manage To publicise his feat, which was of higher quality Than the CiTROEN
expedition ThrRough THe Sahara. MarkeTing Took over TECHNIQUE AN INVENTIVENESS.



RENAULT'E 10CV
TORPEDO (1924)

CitROEN's prOjecT of AN expedi-
TioN THrRouGH ThHe Sahara reached
Louis Renault’s £ARs. CiTROEN ONly
SAW iT AS AN AdVERTISING OPPOR-
TUNITY, but Renault, who was far
MORE PRAGMATIC, ENVisiONEd THE
creaTiON of A New Rroad link. He
decided 10 TAkE up THE GAUNT-
let. Using his 10 CV model as a
base, He Had The steel frame modi-
fied To add A second Rear driving
axle. INdeed, Renault's main focus
wASs propulsion = and A few mon-
Ths laTer, he would fire his chief
eNGiNEer, ANdrEé  Lefebvre, who
RATHER SAW TRACTION AS A WAY TO
break New Ground. IRonically, An-
dreé Lefebvre would then be hired
by CitroEn ANd iNVENT A fRONT-
whieel drive system before crea-
7iNG THE 2 CV and The DS modEels.
As for Renault’s Torpedo, it was
euipped with six Twin WHEEls,
allowing A berter road-holding.
The low-pressure Tires could also
be deflated 1o facilitate driving onN
sandy Ground.

The firsT six wheels MH model
was finalised AT Renault’s facto-
Ry iN BillancourT on December 1,
192%. The vehicle Had four Rear
driving wheels attached 1o Two
pARAllel axles.

Two vehicles were Tested in De-
cember 192 7% during A rally from
ToGGOURT TO TOZEUR, iN SOUTHERN
Algeria and Tunisia. Then, from
November 1%, 1924, 10 De-
cember 3, 1924, three Topedos
100k pART iN THE GRrAdis missioN.
They Travelled aAcross THe Sahara
with Marshal Francher and Ma-
jor d'Esperey As CREw MEMbERS.
The team lefr Colomb-Béchar and
headed for Cotonou. IN 1925,
they crossed Alfrica from Nor-
tH 10 South along A 2% ,000km
ROUTE, wWiTHout much planning: it
wAs THE DELNGETTE expediTion.
The Renault  Torpedos could
drive up A 60 per cent slope.
During THe DElingeTte  expedi-
7ioN ANd THE "CROISIERE NOIRE”,
Renault  and  CitroEn  vehicles
covered THE same disTancE, burt
it only Took Renault’s Torpedos
eleven days, while the CitroEn
TEAMS Needed TweNTy-THRee days.
Bur only the "CROisiERE” WENT
down in hisTORy: MARKETING TOOK
oVer. YeT Louis Renault achieved
whAT ANdRé CiTROEN WAS NEVER
able To do: he creaTed A perRmA-
NENT ROAd link bETWEEN NORTHERN
Africa  and  NiGer, supervised
by the Trans-Saharan Ceneral
Cowmpany, using 10 CV vehicles
TRANSfORMEd iNTO COACHES.



THe hisTtorical figure behind The characTeRr

JEAN DELATOUR.

LOUIE AUDOUIN-DUBREUVIL (1887-1960)
He was born in SainT-JEan-d'Angely on AugusT 2,
1887. From 1907 10 1910, he did his military ser-
vice iN THE 1OTh hussar cavalry ReGiMeENT And THEN AT
The Saumur military school. In 19 11, ke Took over The
MANAGEMENT Of His faTher's Cognac business. ON AugusT
2, 1914, he was mobilised in La Rochelle with the 1071hH
Hussar REGIMENT As A liaison deputy officer. He fought on
The Marne baTrlefields, in The ArRrAs TRENCHES, ANd THEN iN
THE ARGONNE REGION, ON THE Four-de-Paris bartlefields.
IN 1916, he foughT in THe MalencourT forest and on THe
lefr wing of The Verdun offensive. WHen THe cavalry Regi-
MENTs WERE discharGed, He was in Belgium. IN 1917, he
GoT His flying license ANd WENT TO sOUTHERN Tunisia, WHERE
e creaTed THE ZARsis aviation camp. He foughT againsT
THe Senoussis ANd seT up secTions of ArRmoured vehicles.
IN 1919, he was head of the automobile section during
The Saoura-Tidikelt military mission in THE SaHARA.

INn 1920, he mer up with André Citroén And
GeorGes-Marie HAARAT 10O prepARE THE fiRsT TRANS-SAHA-
RAN ExpEdiTion. He did ON-SIiTE RECONNAISSANCE MiSSIONS
and chose The Rrefuelling points. He was deputy chief
of the first CitROEN EXpEdiTiON fROM December 1922

10 JANUARY 1927 and Then of The "CRoisiERe NOIRE” iN
1924-1925.




IN THE GAME
Jean Delatour Has alrReady Taken parT in A TRANS-SAHARAN
expedition and Therefore knows which way 1o Go. He is able
70 CONdUCT ONE RECONNAISSANCE MissioN ANd TO ReveAal Two
Tiles on THE MAp ON EACH TURN.




ThHe historical figure behind The charRACTER

SIR ANDREW WALLEDGRAVE.

PERCIVAL «PERCY» HARRISON FAWCETT

He was born on August 18, 1867 in Torouay and probably died in 192 5. He was A British
lieutenanT-colonel, A carRTOGRAPHER, AN ARCHAEOlOGIST AN AN EXPlORER. HE WENT MmissiNg iN THE
Brazilian jungle while looking for a losT city.

The uncerTAiNTY REGARING his deaTh gave birTh 1O A vaRieTy of myThs, leGends And RuMOURS THAT
Thrived for over TWenTy-five yeARrs. His disappeARANCE RemAINEd A mysTERY. HE was educaTted
AT Newton Abbott College before embracing a military career. In 1886, e got his officer
oualifications in The Royal Arrillery and joined The Trincomalee garrison in Ceylon. IN 1901,
HE WAS SENT ON A SECRET MissioN iN NORTHERN Africa, Where He learned Topography. IN 1906,
he was contacTed by The London Geographical Society 1o map The borders between Brazil
and Bolivia. He starTed 10 explore This region in 1906 and thoroughly documented his Trip,
Taking NoTes about The local Geography, sTRANGE AnimAls (fRom piranHAs To ANACONdAS), And
The life of local workers (whose morTaliTy RATE was over 5O per cent). FrRom 1906 10 1913,
he Took pArT iN six different expeditions, with The aim of mapping Bolivia but also 1o explore
unknown Regions. ONe of These expeditions allowed him 1o discover The Ricardo Franco hills,
a rocky high plateau surrounded with impassable cliffs. A few years [aTer, Sik ARTHUR Conan
Doyle, a friend of Fawcett’s, used it as one of his Novels” seTTing, The Lost World, populaTting
it with prehistorical animals. IN 1929, Fawcert and his team lefr the capital of Mato Crosso,
Cuiba, and headed for Upper Xingu. Then They vanished into Thin AiR. Rumours uickly starTed
70 CiRCUIATE: Indians asserTed e had been seen living with an Indian princess. Others believed
he had finally found a lost city and Had decided never 1o Go back To civilisaTion.

IN 2007, David Grann, A journalist frRom New York, visited A Kalapalo village in Upper Xingu
and discovered THAT oral TRAdiTiONs REGARING FAWCETT WeRE sTill handed down frowm faTher To
soN. According 10 THem, FawcerT and his companions stopped At The village before heading
farTHER £asT. The Kalapalos Tried 1o dissuade Them fRom lEAVING, WARNING THEM AGAINST SAVAGE
Indians living in This ReGion. They were Able 1o see THe explorer and his Team’s campfires for
five days. Then The fires disappeared for Good. According 1o The Kalapalos, Fawcert and his
friends were certainly killed by Indians.




IN THE GAME

Sik ANdrRew Has many conTacTs iN THE Royal Navy. He can
embark on ships with THe GrReaTEST Ease ANd Has A TalenT for
finding solutions. He is Therefore able To save 7 OF for A sea
JOURNEY ON EACH TURN.




THe hisTtorical figure behind The characTeRr

LEONARD VAN HOTTEN

WAVRIN DE VILLERS-AU-TERTRE

MarQuis Robert WAVRIN de Villers-Au-TERTRE wAs AN eThnologisT and
AN explorer. He was born on August 29, 1888, in Bottelare (East
Flanders) and died in Uccle onJune 29, 197 1. From 1913 10 1937,
he explored South America, studying THe Amerindian populaTions He en-
counTtered, especially in THe Orinoco and Amazonian basins. He financed
his expeditions using his own fortune, which allowed him 10 conducTt
THem freely. From 19 1%, Robert WAVRIN SPENT MANY YEARS EXPLORING
South America’s least known ReEGions, THEN WENT back 1o Europe As A
wWAR VOlUNTEER iN 19 17 and served until 1919, He then resumed his
exploraTions RiGHT after being discharged. He thus spent twenty-five
yeARs of his life TRavelling in South AmeRrica, CARRYING His camera AT all
Tives and Taking picTures or filming Regions, cultures and TrRadiTions of
several eThnic groups whose way of life would slowly be destroyed by
THe inexorable advance of modernity. He also studied local wildlife and
even discovered New species, such as The Biotodoma WawRini, A fish Now
bearing his NAME.

He lefr A huge and detailed documentation about the traditions and
culture of many different TRibes. His films ARE Of GREAT INTEREST, SINCE THEY
provide firsT-Hand informaTiON AbouT ETHNiIC GrOUps WHoO HavE been de-
cimated or disappeared since. He gathered a collection of Amerindian
objects, shoT four full-lengTh and seven shorr filws, but also Thousands
of photographs. His best-known film, enitled In The Land of the Scalp
(1931), evokes The Shuars — also known as Jivaros — and Their head-
shrinking TECHNIQUES. WAVRIN Also wROTE MANy books and arTicles about
South AmERicA.




IN THE GAME

Leonard van Hotten is a skillful businessman and A cunning
diplomat. No mATTER WHERE HE is, He is always well Received.
ON ENTERING A TOWN, LEONAR Always picks AT leasT TWO sup-
ply cards.



THe hisTtorical figure behind The characTeRr

GIANNI MARTINETTI.

FELICE NAZZARO was born in MonTe da Po on December
4, 1881, in the Piedvontese province of Turin and died on
March 21, 1940, in Turin. He was nicknamed “the King of
speed” and "The man who could drive Two wmiles A minuTE”. HE was
AN Italian driver Who became famous before World War |, but
also boosted his rReputaTion iN 1922, AT forTy, by winning THE
French Automobile Club’s Grand Prix with a Fiat car. He was
firsT Hired by Fiat as A mechanic’s apprenTice aNd worked oN ONE
of The Ceirano broThers” engine. THen he became Vincenzo Flo-
RiO's CAR MECHANIC ANd RAN sEVERAL RACES WiTh Him. He became A
driver and first Got behind The whieel during The Gordon BennetT
Automobile Cup in 190%. Outstanding performances Then piled
up, unTil he was considered as The world's best driver in 1907
Along with his adopTed broTher, He founded his own company in
Turin: Nazzaro & C. Fabbrica di Automobili.

During World War |, ke contributed 10 THE war €fforT by manu-
facTuring lorries which were propelled by A 10 cylinders Anzani
ENGINE. But As THE GovernmenT did NoT place orders, ke had 1o
close his factory in 19 16.

He died in 1940 after a long illness. Fiat gave him a solemn
funeral And He was buried in THe family vault NexT 1O his wife in
MonTigGlio MONERRATO'S CEMETERY.




IN THE GAME

Gianni MarTineTTi is A crRAck mechanic. He likes it when
AN ENGIiNE RUNs like A clock. He is able 1o repair his
MeCHANICS ONCE ON EACH TURN.




THe hisTtorical figure behind The characTeRr

LOUIE CHEVY.

Louis Chevrolet, the second child in a family of seven, was born on December 27,
1878, in La Chaux-de-Fonds in Switzerland, where his father worked in The watch-
making industry. IN 1880, as THe economic crisis came To AN end, his faTher, who was
A Talented watchmaker, went back to work in his NaTivE village: Bonfol. AT THAT TimE,
The family lived in Beurnevesin, A Neighbouring village. In 1887, they moved to France
and setTled in Beaune. Louis Chevrolet became a bike mechanic and starTed 1o run bike
RACES. He Then meT The American billionaire Vanderbilt, who offered him A job in The
US. In spite of This offer, he decided 1o stay in FRance and work in THE DARRACO CAR
factories in Paris. He Then headed for America, and after a short stay in Quebec, he
ArRiVEd iN THE US in 1900 and found a job AT Dion Bouton America in New York. In
19075, he started working for Fiat, and it was under THE company’s colours THAT He
wonN His firsT RACE. ThE following yeARr, He broke The “mile Record”, driving A DARRACO
caAr. William Durant, CEO of the Buick group, got impressed by his performances
and offered him 10 hHelp create and drive The Buick Bug. IN 1909, after winning Se-
verAl RACEs, He RaNked second AT THe American championship. The Chevroler MoTor
Company was created in Michigan on November %, 1911, and created the Classix
Six, A luxurious sedan THAT is REMEMDERE As A pARAGON Of inNOVATION iN AMERiCA. Louis
ChevroleT seized A TRip To EUROPE AS AN OppORTUNITY TO GO back To where HE Grew up.
Back in The US, a dissension led him 1o cede back all his parTs and his brand 10 his as-
sociaTe, William Durant. Following his moTTo, "Never give up”, e Then founded his own
stable, FRonTeENAC, ANd his owN RACING cAr iN 19 14, Incredibly light and powerful,
Thanks 1o THE use of aluminium, This car broughT him 10 famE but also caused The death
of his broTher, Gaston, who was posthumously Hailed As an American champion. Afrer
Gaston's death, Louis devoted himself To his passion: mechanics. In 192 1, he founded
the Chevroler BroThers Manufacturing Company with The Help of anoTher broTher,
ARrTHUR. They developed engines for cars and planes. With the 1929 crisis Approa-
ching, Louis lefr The company in THe hands of his broTher and sTarTed TO wWoRrk in THE
Chevrolet factory in DeTroiT. WasTed by disease and ruined by The crisis, he died on
June 6, 1941, and was buried in Indianapolis's cemeTery. The memorial celebraTing The
life of A man Who changed American history can sTill be seen THerE.




IN THE GAME

Louis Chevy knows whiere To find sponsors and has many
driving RACES conTACTS, THANKS TO His REpUTATION AS A dARE-
devil. THat's why He earns 20F on each TurN. THAT'S Going
70 help Him move his pawns, for SURE!




THe hisTtorical figure behind The characTeRr

SIMONE DE FORET,

SIMONE LOUISE PINET DE BORDE DES FOREST, more generally known as
Simone Louise des ForesT or simply Sivone des ForesT, was A French driver. SHe was born
oN March 7, 1910, in Royan (CHarente-Maritive) and died on November 15, 2004,
in Vichy (Allier). SHe was one of THe firsT women To GeT A dRiving license iN FRANCE, in
1929, and rAN driviNg RACES AS sOON As 19 30. Her NaME Also ORiGiNnaTEd A French
idiom: "EN voiTURE, SiMONE!”. ONE YEAR AfTER GETTING HER licENSE, SHE RAN HER fiRST AUTOMO-
bile sporTing RACE, THE BARAQUE CoAST RACE, NEAR ClermoNT-FerraNd. SHE THen embraced
A CAREER iN THE auTomoTivE WORld As A driver, challenging The prejudice of THAT Time.
She ook parT iN Many RAces ANd Rallies without having A single accident until 195 7.
IN 197 1, she ran THe Paris-Vichy rRace with her moTHER As A co-dRriver. IN 1934, she
compeTed in THE MonTe-Carlo rally with her friend Fernande Hustinx, driving A 301
Peugeot. The Two women lefr Romania and rReached Monaco after A 3,7 7 2km journey,
facing many advenTures THAT Simone des Forest Recounted and illustraTed in a logbook.
The Two women also won The Coupe des Dames. IN 1935, compeTiNG ONCE AGAIN iN THE
Monte-Carlo rally, Simone des Forest and Odette Siko, driving a Triumph car, ranked
Third AT THe Coupe des Dames, and ThirTy-sixTH AT THe General Ranking (with A low-dis-
placement engine: 1,23 2cm’, compared 1o 3,000cm’ for THe winning female TEAM's CAR).
Along with Odette Siko, Hellé Nice and Claire Descollas, she conducted speed TesTs from
May 19 70 May 29, 19737, a1 he car-rACiNG TRACKk of MonTlheRry, with The Help of The
ENGINE oil company Yacco, who was Her sponsor. Under The quidance of Oderte Siko,
and iN spiTe of Rising TEnsions due To Simone des Forest's and Claire Descollas’s hosrility
Towards Hellé Nice, the four women broke TwenTy-five world rRecords, some of which
REMAIN UNDEATEN. During WoRrld War I, Simone drove A Red Cross lorry. After THE waR,
she parTicipaTed in The FrRench lorry drivers championship and ranked tenth. Acclaimed
by The greatesT drivers ~ including Fangio himself, apparently -, she then Turned To civil
AviaTiON. SHE was also one of THE fiRsT womEN TO OpEN A dRiving-school, in 1950, Tea-
ching There for TWENTY=fiVE YEARS.




IN THE GAME

Simone de FORET ANd Her suffRAGETTES TEAM HAVE AMAZING OR-
gAnisaTional skills! During bivouac phases, she EARNS A sup-
plementary card oncCE All THE OTHER players Have picked THEirs.




THE HISTORY OF THE SUFFRAGETTES

During World WaRr |, women Took The place of men, working in THE fields
and in facTories. They provided food To civilians and soldiers and pro-
duced Arms And ammuniTion. After THe war, They wished 1o keep Their
freedom of action and reflection. INdeed, They had become aware of Their
iMPORTANCE iN THEIR social enviRonmeNT. They Gor inTeresTE in poliTics
and wanTed 10 win THE RiGHT TO voTE in ORdER TO HAVE A voice in THE buil-
ding of the society They lived in.

IN GreaT BRritain, This movement was widely popular and took the Name
of "SutfRAGETTE”. SocieTy was CHANGING: WOMEN STARTEd TO WEAR TROUSERS
and Tomboy cuts. They also did sports which were Reserved TO MEN up TO
this poinT: driving, flying, exploring (Marie MarvingT, Amélie EARHART...).
They o flying And driving licenses (Simone des Forest), headed explo-
RATION ExpediTions, becAME AdVENTURERs OR movie makers (Alice Guy).
This movemenT allowed British women 10 Get THe vote in 1928, French
womeN would only et There in 1944, before finally being able To open a
bank account without Their husbands” consent in 196 7. The noTion of
“head of household” was only erased from The Civil Codein 1970. These
fights mighT seem improbable and out-of-daTe 10 us, yeT before THe war
The female condition was far from ideal. And Today, even if The NoTioN of
female salary disappeared, women ARe sTill payed %O per cent less THaN
MEN IN SOME SECTORS.

The film “The SuffrageTTes” accuraTely describes This Time when Half of The
world’s population served men and suffered on a daily basis.

The Creat Race, by including an all-female Team, aims AT Reminding us And
making us Reflect on The fact ThAT The RighT of women To self-deTermina-
TioN is oNly QuiTe ReCenT. This fight starTed at The Turn of The 19 1h and
207h cenTuURiES.
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